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Dont judge each day by the harvest
you reap but by the seeds that you
plant.

- Robert Louis Stevenson
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Tell me and | forget. Teach me and | remember. Involve me and | learn.

~Benjamin Franklin

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched - they must be felt with the heart.

~Helen Keller
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Life, believe, is not a dream

So dark as sages say;

Oft a little morning rain

Foretells a pleasant day.

Sometimes there are clouds of gloom,

But these are transient all;

If the shower will make the roses
bloom,

O why lament its fall?

Rapidly, merrily,

Life's sunny hours flit by,

Gratefully, cheerily

Enjoy them as they fly!
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What though Death at times steps in,
And calls our Best away?

What though sorrow seems to win,
O'er hope, a heavy sway?

Yet Hope again elastic springs,
Unconquered, though she fell;

Still buoyant are her golden wings,
Still strong to bear us well.
Manfully, fearlessly,

The day of trial bear,

For gloriously, victoriously,

Can courage quell despair!
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It is during our darkest moments that we
must focus to see the light.
-Avristotle

Do not go where the path may lead, go
instead where there is no path and leave a
trail.

~-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Whoever is happy will make others happy
too.
-Anne Frank
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ABSTRACT
There are many blame games, defenses and misunderstandings about the leaders of nation building. Among them
the position of Gandhi was quite complex. Gandhi, the epitome of peace and communal harmony, by all means
opposed Jinnah's ‘Two-nation theory’- the basis of the great divide. There are considerable production of litera-

ture and films which deal with Gandhi's role at the time of partition. Fictional narratives stand out as a substantial
and varied output and have given birth to a genre called Gandhian novels.

Key words: partition, polemical literature, inscrutable, non violence, distrust, secularism, extremists.
INTRODUCTION

Historical narratives limit themselves to facts and try to construct an objective political history of Gandhi and Par-
tition. Fictional narratives construct a different history and human experience in its all complexity, which is not
possible to deal within the genre of historical writing. Fictional narratives, while tracing the impact of Gandhi in
human images, go beyond the historical concerns and deal with human values such as love, compassion, humani-
tarian approach, tolerance, etc, which Gandhi believed in. That is why most partition novels which deal with these
values are in a way Gandhian narrative. To get a broader perspective of Gandhi's role in the history of partition it is
worth while studying fictional narratives along with polemical literature.

It is appropriate to understand Gandhi in the historical back drop of Partition politics. As partition historiography
illustrates, there is no single history of the event. There are multiple histories with different approaches such as
imperial historical writings, Indian nationalist history, subaltern histories and historical writings from the Pakistani
view point, etc, which throw upon different facets of partition. Partition was an out-come of a very complex inter-
play of forces. It has been an over-determined phenomenon. In the case of materialization of eventful partition,
pointing at a single community, a single leader, in fact to a single history, would be unfair.

The role of the political leaders, their thinking and unthinking, their making and unmaking decided the flow of
events over a period of time. The men behind this forces such as Mohamed Ali Jinnah, Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Vallabhbhai Patel and the British representatives, for example, Mountbatten, etc, their ideas, whims and fancies
and their power politics, along with other historical factors, played a crucial role in making the Partition a fait ac-
compli. The roles of these leaders have generated a lot of debate in the sphere of both popular and public opinion'
and 'serious academic discourse'. In this context Gandhi, like his counterpart Jinnah, remains the most inscrutable

figure.

Along with his war against untouchablity and other social evils, Gandhi undertook to play the role of a messiah of
Hindu-Muslim amity. So far as the division of the country was concerned, his stand from the beginning was clear.
By all means he opposed the idea of ‘two-nation Theory’.

The events leading to Partition challenged his belief in a united India and the creed of non-violence. The popular
opinion about Gandhi's role in connection with the division of the country has been a question of Gandhi's respon-
sibility in as much as he could have averted it. Hindu fundamentalists and even imperial historians uphold the view
that Gandhi was partly responsible for partition. Accusing Gandhi in this context is a historical fallacy, because he
was the most helpless man in the whole sordid drama (partition), never party to it, yet a victim to the charges that
he did not assert himself to avoid it. While the prime responsibility of Partition rested with Jinnah, responsibility of
it lay with the British and the Congress high command for their collective inability in finding an alternative solu-
tion to division. Gandhi was the most misunderstood personality in the debate over the divide. It went this way: for
the Muslim community he was "the father of Hindu nationalism" and for the Hindu extremists he was “a betrayer
of the Hindu cause and a promoter of Muslims”. Gandhi was hardly understood by the Indians in a proper perspec-
tive. It was partly because people did not make sense of Gandhi's idiom. His use of symbols and mythology from
Hinduism in both his speech and writings dubbed him a staunch Hindu. At the same time, his respect for the Quran
and upholding the cause of the Muslim community made him a target of the staunch Hindus. Gandhi's use of the
religious idiom was beyond the parochial view. He believed that genuine religion should bring people together
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rather than separating them.

When the day of freedom dawned, they neglected Gan-
dhi and were mongering for power. It is evident that the
Nehru-Patel solution to the political deadlock of the
time was not in tune with that of Gandhi. Gandhi asked
Mountbatten to invite Jinnah to form the government.
But Patel and Nehru did not approve it. There was the
question of powersharing which did not materialize.
Thus, Gandhi has been relatively the most misrepre-
sented leader in the politics of Partition. The power
politics within the Congress sidelined and ignored him
at a crucial stage of the transfer of power. Extremist
Hindus misread his ‘humanism' and the Muslims, his
language full of the Hindu idiom. The result was massa-
cre and martyrdom. In fact "the Mahatmas" become
scapegoats and they remain misfits forever. Gandhi and
Gandhism were portrayed in many Indian English liter-
ature on partition, in works like Manohar Malgonkar's
A Bend in the Ganges and ChamanNahal's Azadi,

Manohar Malgonkar, along with the likes of R.K Nara-
yan, was one of the front runners of Indian Writing in
English. As a contemporary of writers such as Mulk Raj
Anand, Khushwant Singh and Kamala Markandya, it is
a fact that Manohar Malgonkar's contribution to the
genre of prolific writer of novel, short stories and es-
says, who passed his last days in a bucolic village near
the Goa-Karnataka border, was one of the last of a gen-
eration that has living memories of events that changed
our nation's history and society in the most profound
ways. History obsessed Malgonkar. He often drew from
his own experiences, using his stint in the British Indian
Army during the Second World War, for instance, as a
base for the book Distant Drum.

The novel portrays the communal violence, brutality
and riots which shook the very foundations of the na-
tion on the eve of independence and also focuses on its
impact on the thought and behavior of people. It also
presents the ideological conflict between violence and
Non violence. The novel mainly focuses on the trans-
formation of three young men — Gian Talwar, Debi
Dayal and Shafi Usman as a result of their involvement
in the events of the years proceeding and following the
Partition of India.

Malgonkar narrates the horrible developments resulting
in the wake of Partition, such as the communal vio-
lence, brutality and riots. Malgonkar is not blind to the
limitation of non-violence as a doctrine and seeks to
expose them. He appears to believe that if it fails, it is
the failure of the people who cannot carry it forwards.
The novel portrays very strongly the communal poison
between Hindus and Muslims separated into opposite
camps, learning to hate each other with the bitterness of
ages. Malgonkar shows the pitiable situation of the mis-
placed which are now refugees, fleeing from their own
places leaving behind their lands, houses, cattle, house-
hold goods etc. He makes it quite clear that on the score
of massacres no side was less guilty than another. It was
a big irony that this violence was never used against the
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British to free India from the British rule but is used by
the two major communities, Hindus and Muslims of
India to resort to murder, plunder and rape due to sheer
hatred and distrust for each other.

An in-depth and objective representation of Gandhism
comes from this novel. While just posing the violence
of Partition with the non-violence of Gandhi, the novel
shows the limitations of the latter both as a way of life
and as a political philosophy. The task before the Gan-
dhian agenda was to form a united India free from vio-
lence. But what resulted was a divided India with hu-
man massacre on such a large scale.

The novel shows that the failure of Gandhisms lies in
the failure of the people who fails to carry it out and
that to some extent, the philosophy of non-violence
succeeded in India because of the inherent decency of
the British; before dictator like Hitler it might have
failed. But the novel upholds the view that 'violence is
certainly not an alternative to non-violence", on the
contrary, the novel concedes the reality of violence but
shows it to be self-consuming and destructive. What is
unique about the work is that out of the din of these two
conflicting forces, the novel affirms the value of love
which transcends violence and non-violence, the real
and unreal. Though the novel finds an adequate reason
in the violence of Partition to critique Gandhism, it does
not find fault with the creed of non-violence as such. It
recognizes its value but shows how Gandhism fails in
countries like India. It seems the novel very subtly
make an appeal to us to understand Gandhi holistically.

The mood of the novel is introduced with an epigraph, a
quotation from Gandhiji, in which Gandhiji has ex-
pressed his doubts about his experiment with non-
violence. The events themselves prove that the Mahat-
ma's fears were true and that he himself realized the
futility of the non-violence. In the wake of freedom, the
subcontinent witnessed acts of violence and brutality
which loosened the hold of civilization on men and
asserted the reality of violence. The novel portrays the
communal riots which shook the very foundations of
the nation on the eve of Independence and also focuses
on its impact on the thought and behavior of people. It
also presents the ideological conflict betweenviolence
and non-violence which is a characteristic feature of the
social and political life of the 1930s and the 1940s In-
dia. The action of the novel starts with 1930s and ex-
tends up to the dawn of Independence in August 1947,
thus cover the history of a saga depicting the movement
for Independence, the World War and the partition of
India. Malgonkar has chosen a wide canvas for his
novel where the action ranges from domestic to national
bloodshed.

Malgonkar narrates the horrible developments resulting
in the wake of Partition such as the screams of the vic-
tims, barbarous cruelties heaped on men and women
and innumerable women being carried away naked,
struggling and screaming at the top of their voices. The
novel mainly focuses on the transformation of the
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young men - GianTalwar, Deby Dayal and Shafi Usman
-as a result of their involvement in the events of the
years preceding and following the Partition of India.
Gian, a college student, believes in non violence where-
as Debi and Shafi, members of a terrorist outfit called
the ‘freedom fighters’, believe in violence. These free-
dom fighters form the Hanuman Club, ostensibly for
physical culture, but are really intended for terroristic
activities. Dissatisfied with Gandhian non-violence,
they advocate a new religion of brotherhood as they
firmly believe that religious differences among the Indi-
ans contribute to their slavery.

The terrorist movement is active in Duriabad as a group
of young men from different communities and provinc-
es are united in the sacred cause against the British rule.
The members of the club are nationalists and fellow-
terrorists and their leader is Shafi Usman and his associ-
ate is Deby Dayal. Their secret mode of greeting is ‘jai-
ram’ and ‘jai rahim’! An indication is that they respect
both Hinduism and Islam equally. They are representa-
tives of those who advocate radical solutions for the ills
from which India suffers. The revolutionaries have
nothing but contempt for Gandhi. They even suspect
that Gandhiji's movement is supported by the British to
strengthen their base as the Indian National Congress is
started by an Englishman.

Shafi Usman, a young Muslim, is dedicated to the over
throw of the British rule in India. He is motivated to
terrorist activities against the British because his father
was the victim of the Jallian wala Bagh Massacre of
1919. He is an eye witness to the most inhuman atroci-
ties of the British at that time. He is of the opinion that
"Non-violence is a naked insult to the land of Shivaji
and Akbar and Ranjeet" (4 Bend in the Ganges 80)

Realization dawns on Gian that the only way of con-
fronting the evil and feudal strength of Vishnu Dutt is
through violence. It makes Gian to take revenge on
Vishnu Dutt with the same axe with which Vishnu Dutt
murdered his brother. Thus the situation confronts him;
Gian rejects the Gandhian concept of non-violence. His
brother's murder reveals to Gian the unreality of non-
violence as a way of life. In his case, violence proves to
be an act of liberation and self fulfillment, Gian violat-
ed the principle of non-violence professed by Gandhi
and he sacrifice non-violence for the sake of brotherly
love and duty, family prestige and sense of justice and
revenge. He is given life-sentence as a punishment and
is condemned to the Andaman.

Dehi Dayal represents another facet of freedom strug-
gle; the path of terrorism and violence. Convinced of
his ideals and actions, Debi actively involves himself in
terrorist activities and along with the members of the
Hanuman club blows up railway tracks and bridges.
The motive of Debi's hatred for the British lies wholly
outside the realm of politics and is purely accidental. At
the age of thirteen, Debi sees his mother being molested
by a drunken British soldier. The furious Debi jumps at
the British soldier and kicks him like a puppy and saves
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his mother from disgrace. Then Deby wows to take
revenge upon the British and even learns judo to train
him physically well. He becomes a terrorist and is
wholly committed to the cause of freedom. He supplies
explosives from his father's store to the terrorists who
are all men of courage and resourceful. Shafi assigns
him the task of setting fire to an airplane and Debi
views the burning of RAF aircraft as an act of self-
fulfillment while for Shafi, it is just a piece of sabotage.
Shafi becomes aware of Debi's feelings as the plane
goes in flames.

Acting on the complaint received from Tekchand about
the missing sticks of explosion from his stores, police
could arrest only the Hindu boys of the Hanuman Club,
as Shafi and his Muslim friends hide themselves from
the police, leaving the Hindu boys to their fate. Under
the pretext of friendship, Shafi reports Debi's presence
to the police to have him arrested. Basu and other Hin-
du boys are also arrested and tried. Debi has been sen-
tenced to like imprisonment in the Andaman. Shafi's
betrayal of Hindu boys reveals that by then there has
been too much mutual distrust and hatred among the
two communities.

The destinies of Gian Talwar and Debi Dayal are once
again joined in the Andaman. Gian wants to settle down
there with no intention of coming back to India because
he considers “...India's problems are no longer his prob-
lems" (4 Bend in the Ganges 119). Debi, on the other
hand, desires to get back to India to finish his interrupt-
ed work and to join hands with the others in the cease-
less fight against the British. In the Andaman, Gian
stoops to lead a life of lies and deceitful deeds. He
cringes before his superiors and oppresses his subordi-
nates. His admiration for the British and their standards
of justice makes him to co-operate with Patrick Mulli-
gan, the Jail Superintendent. At his instruction, he acts
as a spy on Debi who continues to hate the British. Gian
offers to help Debi to escape from the prison and at the
critical moment betrays him by blowing the whistle and
gets him flogged for trying to escape from the jail.
Gian's betrayal does not affect Debi's mission but rather
makes him a prisoner's hero, while Gian himself be-
comes the most despicable man on the criminal's colo-
ny. Contemptuously Debi wonders:

...Was Gian the man...the non-violent disciple of Gan-
dhi who had been convicted for murder?...Gian was not
certainly the man. He was typical of the youth of India,
vacillating, always seeking new anchors, new direc-
tions, devoid of any basic convictions. He had already
jettisoned non-violence; how far would he go with
truth? (4 Bend in the Ganges 161).

Gian offers to help Debi again to escape from the prison
to make amends for his betrayal. But Debi rejects the
offer. Gian's moral debasement is total when he cuts the
neck of a corpse to get gold sovereigns without any
scruples. When the Japanese seize the Andaman, Mulli-
gan and other Europeans escape from the island and
being an opportunist, Gian also escapes to India with
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their help.

The novel portrays very strongly the communal poison
that gradually converts Shafi into a fanatic. The Con-
gress and the Muslim League have come to a final part-
ing of ways with Hindus and Muslims separated into
opposite camps, learning to hate each other with the
bitterness of ages. Even their own leaders have begun to
take sides. Hafiz writes a complaint to Shafi about the
callousness of the Hindus towards the Muslims, sug-
gesting that they should re-orient their activities. He is
won over by absolute and fanatic Muslim considera-
tions. Hafiz asks Shafi to concentrate his activities not
against the British but against the Hindus since they are
their real enemies.

Hafiz Khan shows Shafi number of paper cuttings re-
porting the atrocities committed by Hindus on Muslims.
In his secret meeting with Shafi, Hafiz tries to impress
upon him the fear that, in the absence of the British
rule, the Muslims would have to live as inferior citizens
and as the slaves of the Hindus. The lives, property and
religion of the Muslims would be in danger, as the ma-
jority would be Hindus. Referring to Jinnah's warnings,
Hafiz says to Shafi:

I am not a Leaguer only because the League does not
believe in our methods. But there is no denying that
Jinnah is a great man. He has pointed out the way. We
must now turn our back on the Hindus; otherwise we
shall become their slaves! ( 4 Bend in the Ganges 94)

Debi Dayal's desire to take revenge upon Shafi reflects
the deep seated ill feelings between Hindu and Muslim
communities. Tekchand, father of Debi, is also con-
scious of the Hindu-Muslim rivalry. He knows that the
bitterness which exists between the two communities
would never permit them to live in harmony. He is one
of those millions who feel that the presence of the Brit-
ish is necessary to keep the nation quiet and away from
the horrors of the civil war. This comes as a curse on
the national life of India during the freedom struggle.
Shafi is at first conscious of the sweeping wave of reli-
gious hatred. He tells his men that Gandhiji and Jinnah
have both played into the British hands and destroyed
secularism, the saving grace of nationalism.

Hindus and Muslims being traditional enemies, Shafi
rules out any possibility of them to live together. The
spell of provincial government had demonstrated it ful-
ly. Shafi believes that Muslims are superior to Hindus
but if the British leave, they become second class citi-
zens as the Hindus are in a majority. He detests the
Sikhs more than the Hindus and feels it absurd to go
about as a Sikh as he once did.

Situation in India as well as the post-war international
scene brought the tussle for Independence to a decisive
phase. Like many Muslims, Shafi too hates the Con-
gress and freedom though Congress meant nothing to
him, a belief which he shared with millions of other
Muslims. The absurd conception of a separate nation
that Hafiz gave to Shafi six years ago appeared now a
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reality as Jinnah demands for the creation of a separate
state carved out of India. The fight is against the Hindus
who are to be annihilated. "It was Jehad, a war sanc-
tioned by religion; a sacred duty of every true believ-
er" (4 Bend in the Ganges304) Thus, it is in this con-
cept of Jehad, a holy religious war that the seeds of the
greatest massacre of the world lie in. The path showed
by Jinnah led these people who give up their faith in
constitutional means.

Generally, during festivals, sporadic disturbances be-
tween the Hindus and the Muslims are a common fea-
ture and the authorities deal firmly with such disturb-
ances. The civil war during the Partition took the shape
of a religious war engulfing the whole country in an
unparalleled mass destruction in the annals of Indian
history. The author comments on the prevailing situa-
tion of mutual distrust and hatred by remarking that
people of one religion cannot be expected to be friendly
or sympathetic to those of the other religion, especially
when they are subjected to inhuman atrocities by them.

As Gandhiji has already feared, the long awaited free-
dom brought misery to millions. The pre-Independence
scene is horrible: "... The entire land was being spat-
tered by the blood of its citizens, blistered and disfig-
ured with the fires of religious hatred; its roads were
glutted with enough dead bodies to satisfy the ghouls of
a major war (4 Bend in the Ganges 342). Escape from
Duriabad is not possible and there is fear of being cut to
pieces on the road by people mad with hatred. Tek-
chand is unable to visualize such things in the twentieth
century work. Gandhiji has become ineffective and ir-
relevant. The moment the grip of British power on India
loosened, the people of the country discarded non-
violence overnight and...were now spending themselves
on orgies of violence which seem to fulfill some basic
urge" (4 Bend in the Ganges 342) Ironically, this vio-
lence is not used against the British to free India from
the British rule but is used by the two major communi-
ties of India to resort to murder, plunder and rape due to
sheer hatred and distrust for each other.

The Partition riots find Dobi again active, not at the
political level but at the personal. Debi tries to go to
Duriabad along with his wife in a Muslim refugee train
to rejoin his family. This unfolds scenes of train- disas-
ters that preceded and followed the Partition. The trains,
which consist of a hotchpotch of passenger carriages,
cattle wagons and timber flats are packed to maximum
capacity and protected by military jawan presented pa-
thetic sight.

The Partition and the freedom of India bring misery to
millions of people on both the sides of the border for no
fault of their own. Malgonkar shows the plight of the
displaced when he describes the people being carried
away to Pakistan in the train, the land most of them had
never seen and the land that promised relief to them.
Their plight is horrible. They are now refugees fleeing
from their own places leaving behind their lands, hous-
es, cattle, household goods etc.
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The train services are disturbed and both Hindu and
Muslim workers on either side had run away to save
their lives. The journey of Debi along with his wife,
Mumtaz from Kernal to Pakistan presents the terrible
sight of general massacre. It is "...a scene of massacre,
transformed by some trick of the morning light into a
mirage"...The wvultures, the dogs and the jackals
emerged, strutting disdainfully" (4 Bend in the Ganges
370).

Malgonkar ironically remarks that even if the move-
ment and the masses had been led by the terrorists as
the leaders, the outcome would have been the same. As
Debi, the idealistic terrorist leader, broods at the end
when the two streams of shamed humanity flow in op-
posite directions: "Yet, What was the alternative?
Would terrorism have won freedom at a cheaper price
and somehow still kept the Hindus and Muslims togeth-
er? Perhaps, not. But at least it would have been an hon-
est sacrifice, honest and manly not something that had
sneaked upon them in the garb of non-violence" (4
Bend in the Ganges 366)

While depicting the horror and futility of the Partition
riots, Manohar Malgonkar examines, at great length, the
validity of ideologies of violence and non-violence in
the context of the Indian freedom struggle and their
relevance to life. The novel critiques the Gandhian
creed of non-violence against the backdrop of violence
of the Partition. The unique way of the Indian National-
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ist Movement is the Gandhian creed of non-violence. At
the same time, the violent mode played no less a role. It
is still debatable whether the doctrine of non-violence
won the freedom or the violent mode adopted by the
extremists.

A Bend in the Ganges demonstrates that Gandhian phi-
losophy of non-violence as a political doctrine to oust
the Empire failed to some extent as it could not achieve
freedom without violence. Thus it is often said that the
major theme of the novel is the rejection of the Gandhi-
an concept of non-violence. Partition of India is associ-
ated with violence. Mobs ruled burning streets, looting,
killing, molesting women and mutilating children. Even
animals sacred to the other community became the le-
gitimate targets of reprisals. The novel seems to blame
the lack of vision and understanding of reality on the
part of preachers of non-violence, especially Gandhi.
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The ultimate value of life depends upon awareness
and the power of contemplation
rather than upon mere survival.

- Aristotle
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‘Home is a Better Place for Falling Dead’: Studying the Question
of Migrant Workers’ ‘Extreme Agency’ in the Context of
‘Extreme Governmentality’ in Select Lockdown Poems from India

Anirban Guha Thakurta
Assistant Professor, Department of English,
| Serampore College, Hooghly, West Bengal.

During the outbreak of Covid-19, governments all across the world found themselves in a terrible crisis because of
a lack of preparedness and necessary resources. Such a pandemic and the problems that it generates create hurdles
that are often unmanageable as such calamities often become unpredictable and impenetrable. In his study on the
pandemics, especially in the context of the recent COVID-19 outbreak, Chinmay Tumbe complains:

When COVID-19 broke out in early 2020, the ignorance of the history of pandemics outside Europe, es-
pecially in India, was stunning. (203)

The pandemic often becomes a ‘social event’ according to Tumbe, and the same passes sadly through four stages:
‘denial, confusion, acceptance and erasure’ (199). One way that he prescribes in order to guarantee a better prepar-
edness for pandemic management is to continue ‘developing collective memory’ (203). This process of building a
collective memory and archiving is central to disaster management. However, such an archive is not always ex-
pected to be made available by officially written and mediated statistical data or histories, since such academically
mediated principles and arenas with their predefined formality often generate an impediment before the process of
building a collective memory or consciousness as the same is culturally permeated and mediated in forms that are
necessarily informal and characteristically beyond the limitations of officially recorded histories and statistics.

A history of a pandemic is incomplete without a focus on the biopolitics and governemtality that a pandemic natu-
rally and unforgivingly unleashes or exposes. And such a history is incomplete without a focus on the literary aes-
thetics that such times produce since much of the truth of such times is contained in aesthetic testimonies of the
sufferings of the marginalized that often become the subjects of the literary art rather than officially written and
mediated histories. Such literary enterprises often work as alternative historical documentations and they often
contest as well as expand the officially written histories. These histories --- the official and the alternative re-
sources found in literary enterprises --- are necessary for learning from pandemics that have caught us unaware,
shaken us and overhauled the societies, so that building a more potent form of preparedness and armory can be
guaranteed in the future. The present paper is a critical study of a selection of lockdown poems originating from
India that deal with migrant-labourers’ exclusions, traumatic dislocations, alienations, stigmatized stereotypifica-
tions with which they were often identified and their vulnerabilities that often force them to exert their ‘extreme
agency’ amidst ‘extreme governmentality’ resulting out of the COVID-19 pandemic and measures taken to control
and diffuse it.

At the onset, it is important to discuss the process by which ‘extreme governmentality’ and ‘extreme agency’ did
shape up during the COVID-19 pandemic. Discussing Foucault’s idea of ‘governmentality’, Richard Huff explains
that apart from referring to ‘conduct, or an activity meant to shape, guide, or affect the conduct of people’, govern-
mentality also ‘refers to the “conduct of oneself” where a sense of self-governance is a guiding force’ (Huff). Elab-
orating on the management of COVID-19 in the European world, Bigo et. al detect in the same a ‘governmentality
of unease’ whereby strategies are placed to ‘play with individuals’ existential fear of death in order to make them
obey coercive measures which appear as absolute necessities’ (3-4). In various countries across the globe, lock-
down was imposed as a means of curbing the effects of the virus and halt mass-contamination. Quite naturally,
lockdown was believed to be a valid program of disciplining the population and a symbol of paternal benevolence
on the part of the governments that had imposed disciplinary measures only to protect the citizens. Central to such
governmentality is the strategy of stimulating the citizen to internalize the disciplining measures and identify such
measures as protective and benevolent towards sustenance of nation and the individual. According to Shachar and
Mahmood, ‘In the pandemic era, our homes became both shelters from community transmission of the virus and
fortresses of immobility” and ‘The power of states to regulate movement across international borders and within
countries of residence has ballooned to unprecedented proportions’ as ‘governments relied on a web of emergency
legal powers that authorized spatial, temporal, digital, algorithmic, and “bio-status” surveillance measures’ (125).
As Ghosh writes, alluding to S.A. Khan:

During the initial months of the lockdown in India, it can be argued that the ‘aggressive’ disciplinary measures of
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the government were largely normalized by the society,
nfluenced by notions of national wellbeing and deep-
seated mass paranoia around the outbreak of Covd-19.

3)

What appeared as an ‘immobility regime’ (Nayar E1), if
not celebrated, was at least understood as a national
duty that one must undergo and as a system that de-
mands conformism for collective good. It is in this con-
nection that Nayar identifies an ‘extreme governmental-
ity’ that inspires the citizen to fight the virus for the
national and individual good even if one has to ‘endure
immbolization’ and ‘adapt to a loss of agency’ (E3).

In order to empathize with the hardships of the popula-
tion the governments continued to identify the conflict
against COVID-19 as a collective struggle, a national
struggle which must be heroically undergone. They
reinforced the idea that all are going through the same
hardship and none is alone in this struggle. Moreover,
physical distancing was never identified as a scenario or
strategy that could alienate anyone or could become
agent of mental or emotional distancing. Equal status in
the heroic ordeal and equal suffering were ideas that
were continuously at play. However, a devastating pan-
demic like COVID-19 could only turn out to be an
equalizer if there rested prior to the arrival of the dis-
ease any equality in the society. Contrary to popular
notions fed by state-sanctioned propagations of dogmas
all around the world that said that the pandemic served
as an equalizer and all citizens suffered the same way
stuck inside the same scenario, according to Bambra et.
al., the pandemic did actually °‘kill unequally: COVID-
19 deaths are twice as high in the most deprived neigh-
bourhoods as in the most affluent; infection rates are
higher in more deprived regions, among people with
low incomes, and in urban compared to rural ar-
eas’ (13). The pandemic’s ability to kill and affect une-
qually, its discriminating overhauling of populations
was the natural outcome of historicalically prevalent
social inequalities, since such ‘historical social inequali-
ties continue to shape the epidemiological profile of
COVID-19, visibilising how some bodies are more ex-
posed than others’ (Gamlin et. al 108) and thus Covid-
19 crisis has ‘exacerbated social inequalities’ (Lal 287),
in a way that all pandemics are supposed to behave.
And in this way, as writes Bould, since ‘Contagious
diseases do not cause social breakdown; they merely
reveal the ways in which society is already bro-
ken’ (Quoted in Lal 287), the Indian government’s im-
position of lockdown as a measure to control the sweep-
ing-spread of the pandemic and prevent mass-
contamination in certain cases revealed the social ine-
qualities in India most glaringly. According to
Arundhati Roy, during the lockdown:

As an appalled world watched, India revealed herself in
all her shame — her brutal, structural, social and eco-
nomic inequality, her callous indifference to suffering.

The lockdown worked like a chemical experiment that
suddenly illuminated hidden things. As shops, restau-
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rants, factories and the construction industry shut down,
as the wealthy and the middle classes enclosed them-
selves in gated colonies, our towns and megacities be-
gan to extrude their working-class citizens — their mi-
grant workers — like so much unwanted accrual. (‘The
Pandemic is a Portal”)

Though intended to break the chain of contamination
with a spirit of benevolence and extreme force with all
the vigor and might of governmental machineries, the
lockdown in India most adversely affected the unor-
ganized sector, the migrant labourers who suffered ac-
cording to Nayar ‘an extraordinary state’ of
‘stuckedness’ (E2). This ‘stuckedness’ was not merely a
result of lack or absence of resources due to the shutting
down of the economy during lockdown. The prevalent
normalized doctrines involving them naturally charac-
terized the labour-force often as super-spreaders.
‘Given the stigma attached to their nature of work, and
their precarious working conditions, manual workers
were severely discriminated against upper-class domi-
nated societies as the supposed ‘carriers of COVID-
19’ (Ghosh 6). With the visualization of the public and
private transport facilities getting suspended along with
regular economic activities and the upper and middle
class population of the nation happily or unhappily con-
forming to the model of ideal citizenship, internalizing
the disciplinary measures imposed by the central gov-
ernment and the state governments, which all together
reflect an ‘extreme governmentality’, the migrant la-
bourers, having limited or no means of self-preservation
via regular economic activities that usually sustained
the informal migrant labour force, in spite of their will
to survive and contribute to national struggle, were
forced to play the non-conformist. Remaining unpaid,
unable to pay rents and cope with poverty and starva-
tion they started walking hundreds of miles towards
their respective villages and an uncertain future. Nayar
finds their ‘long march’ as an example of the migrant
workers’ ‘extreme agency’ (E2). Thus, an ‘extreme
mobility regime’ is introduced ‘unwittingly’ by
‘immobility regime’ of the lockdown (Nayar E1 and
E4).

As we come to the poems that capture the migrant la-
bourers’ ‘extreme agency’ we naturally visit the pathos
and shock that the pandemic inequalities generate. Ana-
mika’s ‘Cracking the Lockout’ bears a title that natural-
ly brings in a tone of ‘extreme agency’. The word
‘cracking’ naturally reinforces the ideas like leakage,
disruption or breaking away. The hard crust of the lock-
down, a form of extreme governmentality made more
potent with the conformity of most of the citizens, is
found cracking with the migrant workers walking out of
their shelters and moving towards their respective
homelands in helpless, yet concrete, dismissal of the
COVID-appropriate norms. Their walking out on the
streets did intensify a sense of coming out of the hid-
denness of the dark, just like the cracking of a dawn.
They made themselves visible, asking as if helplessly to
be seen and taken into consideration, refusing to under-
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go the process of disciplining as they simply cannot
afford to. The poet alludes to her childhood when a
bleeding aghori was brought home for medical treat-
ment. Instead of being calmed, he hurled abuses:

To hell with your mad attempts to save me.
I was anyway going to die
With the dignity of an old seroent... (13).

This aversion and disgust was a sign of his ‘extreme
agency’ as he was not ready to internalize the
‘disciplining” measures. As Anamika writes, for the
migrant workers during COVID-19 lockdowns in India
‘Home’ which was never a comfortable one, which they
had once left to find sustenance in the cities, where per-
haps ‘the walls have collapsed’ still seemed ‘a better
place for falling dead’ with ‘dignity’ (14). Their stories
of ‘extreme agency’ that they never intended to exercise
are built around an unforgiving helplessness:

‘Let the Coronavirus

Feast upon us,

It is better any day

Than to starve and fall dead in Pardes, the alien
land’ (14).

Their walks cannot be identified as a rebellion. These
walks definitely did spoil the immobility regime but
were results of their extreme lack of resources. Sanjukta
Dasgupta, in her poem ‘Walking Home’, identifies the
reason behind the spectacle of their walking out of the
supposed security of their houses as the deep-seated
inequality that lies in our society. While the ones who
had all resources to undergo secured isolation ‘stayed
indoors during lockdown’, ‘walked on tread mills,
jogged on balconies’, merrily spent time watching
‘Movies, web series’, ‘outside their air-conditioned
homes’ the migrant workers with ‘their on-site homes’
emptied, having no access to electricity, water, food or
money, asking themselves whether they were ‘refugees’
in their own country, walked on with ‘Their tired foot-
steps /Echoed like drumbeats in the heart’, and ‘No one
asked them to stay at home during lockdown’ and rather
‘They were turned out of their makeshift homes’ (90-
91). Dasgupta’s sympathetic visualization exposes the
age-old inequalities and heartlessness in the society that
COVID-19 uncovered yet again. The poem highlights
the contrasting images of the pandemic struggle and the
marginalization of the poor.

On 8™ May, 2020, a shocking story broke concerning
migrant workers:

Sixteen migrant labourers, who were trying to return to
their home State Madhya Pradesh on foot, were killed
on Friday when a goods train ran over them between
Jalna and Aurangabad districts.... One was seriously
injured, while three escaped....

“From initial reports, it appears that they started walk-
ing on Thursday evening from Jalna and after walking
40 km and exhausted by their journey, decided to rest
on the track, where they fell asleep. They were planning
to walk to Bhusaval but tragedy struck,” said a police-
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man from the Karmad police station. (Banerjee and
Mabhale).

K. Satchidanandan’s ‘The Train’ can be seen as a re-
flection of the story as the poetic voice speaks through a
dead man. The spirit seems to be of a Muslim migrant
labourer who could never return to his village during
his lifetime, caged inside the lockdown. While he could
never find a train going to his village during lockdown
when he was alive, when he is dead his corpse guarded
by his ‘breath’ ‘seated on the roof” travels inside the
train compartment, perhaps coffined. In his voice one
gathers the microhistory of tragedies that millions have
gone through, in manners similar to his own or in forms
that were different. The spirit of the dead worker seems
still haunted by his inability to return home:

That train is going to my village;
ButI am not in it

Its rails are inside me

Its wheels are on my chest

And its whistle is my scream. (261)

The rails, wheels, whistles serve as agents of govern-
mentality or governmental machinery which during the
lockdown became agents of the immobility regime. The
voice of the labourer’s spirit seems choked by these
agents. The spirit represents the muted narratives of the
marginalized people whose stories never find accom-
modation in history written by the elites. They live a
life of stigma and starvation and appear as numbers
when they die. The spirit wonders:

In which language can I tell them

It is my dead body that has arrived? ...
Let the well talk, or the pond.

If water refuses to speak

Let my life dwell within a crow

On the drumstick tree on my courtyard
And tell them the truth. (261)

In their poems, Vishnu Nagar and Anuradha Patil iden-
tify in the reverse migration during the lockdown an
echo of the 1947 Partition of the Indian subcontinent.
Nagar’s “To the Village in 2020 begins with the spec-
tacle of dehumanized migrant workers who are
‘Dragged like dust by a storm’, a storm of hunger, pov-
erty and stuckedness (187). It is not that the village ap-
peared to them as a paradise and the walk with ‘hunger
on foot’, ‘bags on foot’, ‘bundles on foot’ seemed a
temporary purgatory (187). They perfectly knew that
the city was a ‘hell left behind’ and the village, if they
reach, and the walk they have undertaken, are ‘A hell
on hand’, which reinforce their stuckedness (188). Na-
gar writes how:

Neither beedi in hand
Nor a soothing chai
Still, 800 miles

Will be crossed (188).

This kind of migration reinforces in Anuradha Patil’s
‘Migration during Lockdown’ the idea of a ‘new parti-
tion’. Patil presents a commoner’s story of abandoned
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romance. What the migrant workers have left with them
is a dream ‘that these days will also pass’, a dream that
they regularly forced to encounter (226). As they ‘fold
their legs to the stomach’ and ‘sleed at the roadside’
‘while telling the story/ Of a roti for tomorrow’ they
hardly have in them left a romantic eye to see the daz-
zling moon as a metaphor or spectacle of beauty. Ra-
ther:

... they knew intuitively
That all cannot drink the dazzling moonlight
By mixing it in the water... (226-27).

It is not surprising that Nagar and Patil refer to the Par-
tition-inflicted mass-migrations while poeticizing on the
mi%rant workers’ long marches. The Hindu reports on
17" May, 2020 about Vikramjeet Verma, a carpenter
who managed to return to his home after thirteen days
of travel and a 1300 km journey, who refers to Gadar:
Ek Prem Katha (2001), a famous Bollywood movie
about 1947 Partition while discussing his own odyssey:

“This whole period feels like Gadar is playing out,”
quipped Mr. Verma, 21, a carpenter who made 3400 a
day, referring to the film set in the 1947 Partition.
“Borders are created within the country; people are
moving like cattle; there are checkpoints everywhere.
And all is uncertain now, like at the time of Independ-
ence.” (Yadav)

Hajari thoughtfully writes:

The parallels to Partition, in which as many as 14 mil-
lion people crossed from one side of the new border to
the other and perhaps a million more died, are hardly
exact. The numbers today appear to be much smaller.
These migrants aren’t fleeing violence and aren’t being
attacked by marauding gangs, or other refugees, along
the way; there’s no sectarian dimension to the exodus.
And this great migration is unlikely to result in any per-
manent demographic shift: Workers will almost certain-
ly return to cities once the economy revives and the
jobs that originally drew them begin to reappear.

The two crises share one key element, however, which
leaders today overlooked as cavalierly as the founders
of India and Pakistan did in 1947: fear. (Hajari)

Like the exodus concerning communal violence and
mass migration in 1947, the reverse migration of la-
bourers instigated by the fear of starvation remained
largely unanticipated. However, there is another very
important similarity that we can identify when we dis-
cuss the chronicling of the Partition-inflicted mass mi-
grations in academically mediated histories and try to
anticipate what may happen to the stories concerning
mass-migrations during the COVID-19 lockdown in
India. As writes Kaul, the Partition remains the
‘unspoken horror’ (3). And since it could hardly be ac-
commodated within the bounds of glorious national
historiography concerning the progress of the new na-
tion-states that began their lives as decolonized political
entities, the horrific and violent mass migration during
the Partition with all its filthy, blood-soaked and trau-
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matizing agents available in the commoners, find little
or no mention. To Desai, ‘We, in fact, were doing great
disservice to those who had gone through Partition as
they were forced, by our silence, to also keep silent
about what they had seen and what they been
through’ (viii). Based on this view, we are liable to re-
new disservice if we miss out on the stories of the mi-
grant labourers and their displacements when we write
the history of the social event that the COVID-19 lock-
down in India had unfolded. The poems of Nagar and
Patil, if seen as alternative histories concerning the
helpless displacement of the migrant labourers, ask us
to look at the irony and pathos originating from the sce-
nario wherein the migrant labourers’ cherished cities
where they toiled and contributed to the cities’ progress
had suddenly become so hateful and aggressive towards
them, echoing what happened to the ones displaced in
1947. Moreover, these poems warn us, so that we do
not unconsciously erase these pictures and leave them
aside when we write the history of the pandemic, so that
we do not renew the disservice.

It would be inappropriate to assume that the govern-
mentality and bio-politics during the COVID-19 lock-
down and pandemic management were exploitative and
coercive. It would be erroneous further to assume that
the migrant laboures’ ‘extreme agency’ reflected in
their ‘extreme mobility’ was in any way a revolt. Their
agency was directed at an attempt at self-preservation
wherein they were unable to choose between the fear
about death caused by starvation and the fear about the
death caused by the virus. While we may find faults
with the governments’ policies, it is important to under-
stand that the sudden outbreak of the Pandemic in the
context of the limitedness of available resources did not
provide enough opportunities to the governments glob-
ally to plan the lockdown measures properly. However,
this preparedness could have been achieved by availa-
bility of archived data and collective memory about
previous pandemics, as was pointed out in the begin-
ning of the present paper. The migrant labourers’ stories
of ‘extreme agency’ in the context of ‘extreme govern-
mentality’, contained in the poems discussed in this
paper, demand themselves to be part of popular con-
sciousness and collective memory as mass history not
only because of the fact that the migrant labourers suf-
fered extensively and variously during the lockdown,
but also because of the fact that the act of sensitive wit-
nessing of their ordeal that we, who did not possibly
suffer like them, have undergone must have reshaped
our own views about the pandemic, about the fissures
and inequalities available in our socio-economic-
cultural fabric and have traumatized us with a helpless-
ness which we must try to transcend in the future years.
Regular academic historiography and statistical studies
serve to present the horror of the pandemic by making
lists of victims and maintaining statistical data. Sudeep
Sen complains, by referring to The New York Times
which had written that ‘They were not simply names on
a list. They were us’ in his poem ‘Obituary’ and Sen
adds:

43



ISSN 2320-4842

Our lives --- micro point-size fonts

on an ever-inflating pandemic list ....
Another sick, another dying,

another dead --- yes, they were us. (265).

What officially mediated archives produce is a data-
bank that discusses death-tolls and variants of the virus.
While that is useful, literary mimesis enables the reader
to humanize and penetrate the realities of the pandemic
via an emotional connection which is central to devel-
oping a mass-consciousness and collective memory.
Covid-Pandemic literary exercises, associated with col-
lective, national, individual and inter-generational trau-
ma, struggle and memory, are a newly-developing field
and as these poems are, they can hardly be seen as mere
aesthetics in isolation. Every drop of this newly devel-
oping literary ocean is part of the process of archiving
the multifacetedness of the pandemic history which
must inspire and push us to understand future pandem-
ics in particular and present societies at large deeper
and better. It is after all learning through them, by ana-
lyzing the varieties of mass-struggle --- within and
without --- that we can truly develop a collective
memory that may ensure better preparedness and a
healthier society where future crisis can be fought with
equal agency, better self-governence and collective
maintenance of security and sustenance.
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Abstract

The presentation explains how the people followed inner believes that cause of their ignorance. The elements that
mentioned in this presentation exploitations of illiterate people by following or forcing to follow superstitions. In
ancient days incidents and life styles of people explain very clearly even day to day. Endangers and also natural
calamities were also considered as superstitions. Some scholar’s struggles are also tried to eradicate these kind of
inner believes most of the philosophy of Periyar’s helped the people t illiterate, unlighted their society.

Thanthai Periyar had struggled against wrong believes since he came out of congress party. Particularly he ex-
plained how the puranas of religion, made the people blind. He arranged a meeting in Salem on 1970 dated on
23,24. In that meeting Periyar was humiliated but he did not consider it.

Even western countries too had wrong believes in many days but now a days it reduced much. The words of Peri-
yar reached foreign countries and loving great results and reformations among the people. In ancient days women
were not allowed to have education, but how they are running school, colleges and even universities these are pos-
sible by the hard work of Thanthai Periyar and other few reformers.

Keywords: Superstitions, illiterate, enlighted.
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The value of achievement lies in the achieving.

- Albert Einstein

It is within the family that children learn the values that will guide them for the
rest of their lives. It is within the family that they form their earliest relation-
ships, learn to communicate with others and interact with the world around
them. It is within the family that the notion of human rights becomes a reality
lived on a daily basis. If tolerance, respect and equity permeate family life, they
will translate into values that shape societies, nations and the world.
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The Elusiveness of Self and The Illusion of Identity in
Walker Percy's The Last Gentleman

Dr G.V. Naresh
Associate Professor of English, The New College, Chennai

Walker Percy's first novel The Moviegoer won the 1961 National Book Award. Percy took five years to produce
his second novel, The Last Gentleman. For many, this book is Percy's finest work. Percy sculpts fiction from a
block of Philosophy — that of Personal Identity. In his first novel, we have Binx Bolling who contends with an
acute sense of existential consciousness: Will Barrett of The Last Gentleman is more complex and is one who de-
fies easy classification. Barrett struggles to possess a sense of identity. He strives to strike a symmetry with his
self.

It is apparent that every successive generation of this modern age compounds its difficulty with the phenomenon of
personal identity. Novelists such as the illustrious Saul Bellow and anchoritic Percy recognize this vital issue
which envelopes humanity. Increasingly, to borrow a phrase from Percy, man is lost in the cosmos. Bellow, partic-
ularly in his later writings, is emboldened to speak of the human soul. Percy probes the problem of the self. Bellow
places man in a materialistic society. Percy decries man consumed by consumerism. Both bewail the phenomenon
of mass man and loss of individualism.

Since he is unable to gain the upper hand in the conflict with the Other, Binx yields his self to the expectation of
Society. Barrett's battles are not that simple. His confusion is deeper. He does not perceive that there is no longer
any fallow ground for a person to hope for a germination of the self. Barrett is a southerner who is lost in the huge,
sprawling, impersonal city of New York. Here, Barrett is alone, without a family, without friends. He is a humidifi-
cation engineer, a kind of janitor. Worse, he is a sick man. Barrett suffers from amnesia (which strikes the chord
for the theme of identity), déja vu and fugue. He is unable to focus his being in any project, which is the condition
for authenticity. In short, Barrett is adrift, cutoff from the strings of identity and is in the throes of severe psycho-
logical illness.

A few points at this juncture need to be mentioned regarding the issue of identity which would help throw the phil-
osophical backdrop of the novel into relief. Walker Percy has been influenced much by Philosophy, especially Ex-
istential philosophy. In no other novel of his does Percy so successfully graft philosophy to fiction and make the
artefacta unified whole. Regarding the concept of self — otherwise known as personal identity — there are two ap-
proaches. One group directs its attention to the identity of persons in the empirical or phenomenalist sense. The self
becomes accessible, unmysterious and ordinary. This means that, simply, “our experiences do not follow each oth-
er in a way which we find puzzling, and which can only be explained by positing an indefinable identity” (Madell
10). Identity, in this case, almost becomes dispensable.

Yet another argument is that any knowledge or epistemology of self is subjective. The self becomes elusive and
does not admit detailed analysis and description. Madell explains this to be “the case that no description that might
be offered of me, no matter how complete, can entail or imply that the person thus described is myself” (20). This
view holds that it is possible only for the individual being to know its self. Thus, self becomes relative, making
impossible the task of providing any absolute theory which would explain every person and every self. It is pre-
cisely this absolutist gnosis of self which Barrett thirsts after. And it is for this very reason that Sutter Vaught re-
fuses to help Barrett in any way, excepting that he grasps his self by his own person.

Hywel Lewis in an insightful manner expresses the above wonderfully when he states that:

... at the core of all awareness, there is the self which is aware and which must itself be understood to be
an entity, as much as entities in the world around us, but with the peculiarity that it cannot be known or
described like external objects in terms of special attributes, but only in the awareness of himself that each
one has in his own case in any experience whatsoever. With this allowed, the seeming emptiness and elu-
siveness of mental existence can be properly appreciated. (175-76)

The paradox is this: Barrett's search for his identity is phenomenological — yet in reality, self is elusive and can
only be got hold of by subjective consciousness and not by objective theory. Another feature of the identity of per-
sons is dualism. The concept of persons involves either psychological continuity or body continuity. While same-
ness of consciousness is equated to sameness of personhood (memory is a crucial factor: memory while not consti-
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tuting identity, presupposes identity — here, Barrett has
no control of his memory), the fact that two or more
experiences at different times are related to the same
body is said to justify the pre-eminence of the body.

Lewis shows the other “fundamental feature of tradi-
tional dualism, namely the ascription of our mental pro-
cesses to some entity, self, soul, substance, however
named, which persists through all changes of our expe-
rience and is vital for a full account of them” (18-19).
Clearly, Barrett has no sway over his mental continuity.
With his disjointed state of mind, he has no claim on
the wholeness of his being.

In an interesting paragraph or two, we are made aware
of the lacuna in the self of Barrett. There is no whole-
ness of being nor is Barrett an integrated personality.
Perhaps this is the quandary of the contemporary hu-
man. But Barrett's position becomes precarious with the
added onus of a delicate psyche. The expanse of Bar-
rett's life is divulged when we are told that “a German
physician once remarked that in the lives of people who
suffer emotional illness he had noticed the presence of
Lucken or gaps. As he studied the history of a particular
patient he found whole sections missing, like a book
with blank pages” and “most of this young man's life
was a gap” (The Last Gentleman12). The reference to
the young man being Barrett, there is much to be gath-
ered from this description. It may be noted that unwit-
tingly or with acumen, the narrator indicates a causal
connective between emotional illness and the state of
fugue. The bearing of this information in the issue of
identity may not be lost.

In a way Barrett possesses a reflecting consciousness,
which means that he is a step above primary awareness.
He is aware, yet is unable to monitor this state of con-
sciousness at all times. He has glimpses of his soul but
is helpless in the retention of this gnosis. Once he com-
pares Jamie with himself and observes that like him,
“he [Jamie] lives in the sphere of the possible .... But I
am conscious of it, know what is up, and he is not and
does not. He is pure primary awareness and does not
even know that he doesn’t know it” (162).

For this reason, because he suffers from loss of self and
homelessness, Barrett decides to “return to the south
and discover his identity” (79) through the offer of Mr.
Vaught who expresses his desire to hire the engineer to
be a friend, companion and tutor to Jamie, inflicted with
the dread disease, leukemia. Barrett attempts to master
his predicament by his willingness to follow the Vaught
family to the south, simultaneously in search of his self
while remaining close to his beloved Kitty. As Barrett
confides, “I have recently returned to the South from
New York where I felt quite dislocated as a conse-
quence of a nervous condition... only to find upon my
return that [ was no less dislocated here”(320).

Barrett appears to have achieved little by returning to
the south to locate himself. His dislocation is even more
acute and painful for he has failed to discover himself

siflor Grré@ 17 : 1 atilirev 2023

ISSN 2320-4842

in the very place where he should have been at home:
“...it is much worse to be homeless and then to go
home where everyone is at home and then still be
homeless. The south was at home. Therefore his home-
lessness was much worse in the south because he had
expected to find himself at home there” (186).

Thus far, Barrett's determination to “engineer” his life
according to the scientific principles and the self-
knowledge (41) gained from five years of analysis has
met with little success. The casebook of Sutter dramati-
cally changes all this — handed over to Barrett, this
medico-philosophical book of ramblings reveals
Sutter's diagnosis. Barrett ponders over the entry
against his name:

Barrett: His trouble is he wants to know what his trou-
ble is. His “trouble”, he thinks, is a disorder of such a
character that if only he can locate the right expert with
the right psychology, the disorder can be set right and
he can go about his business.

That is to say: he wishes to cling to his transcendence
and to locate a fellow transcender (e.g., me) who will
tell him how to traffic with immanence (e.g.,
“environment”, “groups”, “experience” etc.) in such a
way that he will be happy. Therefore I will tell him

nothing.(353)

Sutter goes further and pronounces that Barrett's
“amnesia is not a symptom” (354). This declaration
from a brilliant physician — albeit a non-practicing one
— would seem to lighten Barrett's burden of being. Yet
Barrett himself is not very impressed; though at the end
of the reading of the casebook, Barrett triumphs over
his amnesic self and comes closer to grasping his self
with a vastly improved and nearly perfect memory, or
more accurately, his mastery over memory. “His
memory, instead of failing, became perfect. He recalled
everything, even a single perception years ago one of a
thousand billion, so trivial that it was not even remem-
bered then” (374).

Recovery of memory does not ensure a sense of self.
Though memory is crucial in the constitution of identity
— in fact, while not actually constituting identity, it pre-
supposes identity — it is no substitute for self. Barrett
prevails over his amnesic self, but is yet to undergo a
complete recovery of being. For amidst the appearance
of mental and physical illness lies the reality of melan-
choly and existential despair. Generally, this face of
Barrett's personality is overlooked or passed over. But
perhaps a pointer to Barrett's self is hidden in the depths
of his physiological disorders and this is melancholy.
Any medication must therefore be able to heal this inner
wound of Barrett. We may recall the earlier insight of
the connection between emotional illness and the fugue
state of Barrett. An elaboration is called for here. Bar-
rett's amnesia is probably a result of the melancholy
that envelopes him from time to time. For instance,
during the period of his father's death, Barrett ails
“suffering not only from hay fever but having fallen
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also into a long fit of melancholy and vacancy amount-
ing almost to amnesia”(17).

It seems that Barrett's melancholy is inherited from
none other than his own father. And his father's death is
not natural: he out of despair ends his life. Barrett's fa-
ther was “killed by his own irony and sadness and by
the strain of living out an ordinary day” (10) and this
sadness is to be borne by the son for much of his life.
Barrett is able to free himself from this burden of mel-
ancholia only when he reaches middle-age. Percy's The
Second Coming is a sequel to the present novel and here
we have Barrett finally confronting his father and the
legacy left behind in him psychologically and emotion-
ally. But in The Last Gentleman, Barrett is hardly aware
of the sad shadow of his father, more specifically
thedespair and dread of existence, atthe heart of his
soul. Meanwhile, even as a child and an adolescent, we
find Barrett overtaken by sadness. At college, Barrett is
shrouded in- immense melancholy. As a child, watching
people going about their household chores, Barrett feels
as a sorrowful old man would, with “the strangest sense
that it has all happened before and that something else
was going to happen and when it did he would know
the secret of his own life”’(11).Again, “for some years
he had had a nervous condition and as a consequence he
did not know how to live his life” (10-11). These two
statements taken together would sketch for us a good
outline of the life of Barrett. Dr. Gamov similarly feels
that Barrett does thirst for “ultimate truths”. This yearn-
ing for the “answer”, Dr. Gamov remarks, always over-
takes Barrett before the onset of the fugue states.
Though Barrett corrects his analyst that his need for
gnosis does not always adumbrate his fugue state, yet
his longing is unmistakable. Simply, Barrett desires
epistemological certainties.

Saul Bellow's Herzog, who possesses a sense of his
self, is a contrast to Barrett. In one instance we have:

. and Herzog momentarily joined the objec-
tive world in looking down on himself. He too
would smile at Herzog and despise him. But
there still remained the fact. I am Herzog. I
have to be that man. There is no one else to do
it. After smiling, he must return to his own self
and see the thing through. (Herzog 67)

Barrett is in a different mode of being. At best he has a
primary awareness. Also, he “had to know everything
before he could do anything” (4). Evidently, Barrett
wishes to enter the realm of pure consciousness. But his
insistence on knowing before leaping is a hindrance that
obstructs his progress into personhood. Barrett, it ap-
pears, is interested in knowledge as theory and hence
his failure to translate knowledge into experience.

Sutter Vaught, the brilliant yet despairing physician
whom Barrett meets through his association with the
Vaughts, with his reluctance to make explicit the path
to self-knowledge, nevertheless succeeds in transform-
ing Barrett into a person and initiating him into person-
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hood. Whether Sutter's analysis is truly illuminating or
Barrett's belief in Sutter leads him to the doors of per-
ception to his self, one is not certain. But there are ref-
erences to Barrett in the casebookwhich are captivating:
“Look, Barrett, your trouble is due not to a disorder of
your organism but to the human condition, that you do
well to be afraid and you do well to forget everything
which does not pertain to your salvation” (353-54).

Salvation, which is not necessarily religious, but possi-
bly existential. Linda Hobson similarly feels that Bar-
rett’s “is a spiritual problem, a problem of being, for-
which science offers no solutions” (60). Now, a spiritu-
al problem and problem of being may not mean the
same unless being is considered to refer to spirit with-
out the usual religious connotations. But beyond doubt,
Barrett's problem is a question of being, a recovery of
being.

In an illuminating observation, Peggy Prenshaw writes:
“Percy imagined protagonists whose fitful, uncertain
sense of self is partly the consequence of the abstract-
ing, objectifying modern age and partly the conse-
quence of their being simply sick, or lost, or aban-
doned” (89-90).

In order to overcome this uncertain sense of self, God-
shalk understands that Barrett is presented with three
visions of life — the conventional, the existential and the
religious(34). The first would refer to a relationship
with the Vaughts, chiefly Kitty; the second to the search
for identity which Barrett undertakes; finally, the pres-
ence of Val and the baptism of Jamie complete the reli-
gious alternative for the protagonist. (Barret chances to
see a young girl Kitty Vaught and his desire to get ac-
quainted with her leads him to the family of the
Vaughts. The other children are Val — who joins a reli-
gious order; Jamie — who is chronically ill; and Sutter —
a despairing physician.) The significance of the bap-
tism, most critics agree, Barrett misses completely.

The ending, needless to add, is most crucial. Immedi-
ately after the baptism and death of Jamie, Sutter leaves
the scene. Barrett follows him, and declares himself —
for the first time —as a person with an identity: “‘Dr.
Vaught: 1 need you. I, Will Barret —* and he actually
pointed to himself lest there be a mistake, ‘— need you
and want you to come back’” (409).

The affirmation of self brings to a completion the long
and hard journey of Barrett. Schwartz considers his
celebration of his discovery of identity as one of the
most thrilling episodes Percy has written (43). Hobson
opines that the self-affirmation of Barrett in the pres-
ence of Sutterserves a function: “It is only by naming
one's pain and malaise to another ... that a bond can be
formed that is strong enough to withstand the fallout of
everydayness in the postmodern age” (66).

The beauty of Percy's novels is contained in their ambi-
guity. While Barrett imagines that he has won the battle
with identity, his need of Sutter is hinted at. There is a
suggestion that self is elusive and identity an illusion.
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Barrett attempts to wrest self out of its manifestations.
But self is a subjective experience. Perhaps Barrett is
still not sure of his self. The manner in which Percy
delicately weaves these philosophical appositions into
the fabric of his fiction surely reflects his masterly
craftsmanship and merits critical admiration. Percy's
novels generally beguile the reader with their simplistic
facade but they truly are sublime and profound.

Thus, the expectation of arriving at the threshold of the
house of knowledge which would illuminate his exist-
ence is the search of. Barrett. While the predicament of
Barrett has its balm in his childhood, the individual
himself gropes elsewhere. Sutter's help is only tempo-
rary. As the readers would discover, Barrett is yet again
shown to be ill at ease and ill in his being in the sequel
to this novel. All this goes to show that Barrett is yet to
properly confront his being. The victory of Barrett over
his self is not complete. In fact, it is an illusion. This
need not be borne out by an analysis of the sequel; Bar-
rett's situation if studied in the above light would seem
to leave him still on the road to identity. But the hope is
that as he has found the cure for his amnesia, he would
also be able to break free from the shackles of psycho-
logical traumas. Above all, it may be that the self is
elusive and the quest for identity is lifelong. It may be a
perpetual reaching out but never a complete reining in.

Prenshaw captures this endeavor of the self exactly
when she says that the “self is always partly imprisoned
by social roles not of one's making and partly aban-
doned by a feckless past that offers one no useful direc-
tion; yet one struggles to maintain the self, struggles to
have both a separate self and some transcendent con-
nection that relieves the burden of death” (94).

Ultimately, whether Percy intended or not, it is profita-
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ble to go beyond the novel; to see it even as an allegory.
An individual's search for identity, his crisis, and his
agony and ecstasy can be taken to mirror the graph and
state of a nation, a society and a race which is increas-
ingly losing the grip on itself, losing its identity and
worse, not realizing its own floundering state. The Last
Gentleman is a warning, lest progress overcomes hu-
manness and science overwhelms mankind, civilization
forfeits its benefits and our achievements become futile.
One must take a hard look at the vision of humanity
portrayed by perceptive novelists such as Percy. Indeed,
our hope rests on such insights.
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Peace of mind produces right values, right values produce right thoughts.
Right thoughts produce right actions and right actions produce work
which will be a material reflection for others to see of the serenity at the

center of it all.

- Robert M. Pirsig

Money is central to our lives. Yet money is not of central importance. It
has nothing whatsoever to do with the lasting values that make life

worth living.

- Kent Nerburn

Until you value yourself, you won't value your time. Until you value your
time, you will not do anything with it.
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- M. Scott Peck
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Reminiscences of Literary Luminaries:
A Parallel Study on
Subramania Bharati and Percy Bysshe Shelley

| Dr S. Snekha Sri

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Periyar University, Salem

Bharati and Shelley were born as two different poets at the time of two different revolutions. Shelley is born during
French Revolution in 1789 whereas Bharati is born during the Russian revolution in 1905. Both Shelley and Bhara-
ti have many similarities and differences. For instance, Shelley's school education and Bharati’s school life do not
end well. Both of them did not like the education system present at the time. Both had a miserable life at a young
age. However, their thoughts are filled with sympathy and humanity. They never hesitated to reveal what they
thought and felt. Their ideals were sensible and revolutionary. Their poems induced liberation, equality and sym-
pathetic thoughts which were very much essential. The fact is both were not recognized when they are alive.
Shelley’s revolutionary ideals came out only after his death. Like Shelley, Bharati is also identified and portrayed
posthumously. Both have strived hard for the liberation of human society and they dreamt of taking human lives to
greater heights. Due to this reason, both of them are regarded as two important poets in literature and the world
across. Both of them died at a young age. This paper thus seeks to do an exhaustive of these two towering literary
giants who strived for social reform and national integration. It is to relish the memory of undistinguishable literary
writers.

Rich tributes are paid to the poet Subramania Bharati by organising Cultural programmes by children and young-
sters to mark his memory. On the eve of his 100th death anniversary, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu announced
fourteen measures to honour his contributions to society. The measures include publishing the manuscripts of Bha-
rati in a critical edition, honouring Tamil scholars who have researched the works of Bharati and making available
the works of the poet to the younger generation. The first measure is to observe the death anniversary of poet
Subramania Bharathi as “ Mahakavi Day” ( “TNIE”). The legendary poet and freedom fighter Subramania Bhara-
thi was not only a poet but a patriot, journalist, philosopher, and reformer during the pre -Independent era. The
present Prime minister of India Narendra Modi, mentioned Bharatiyar during the Ekta Diwas Celebrations in 2020
at Kevadia, Gujarat by mentioning one of his poems praising India.

In the early 1930, modern writings emerged in Tamil. Bharati was invoked and celebrated as the progenitor of
Tamil literature. His books were published through the 1920s and 1930s, many modern writers found new suste-
nance for their writings and sensibility. Bharati’s writings were the medium of his expression. At the same time,
many periodicals frequently reprinted newly rediscovered writings of Bharati. Some journals carried his poems
with illustrations. Manikodi and Suthanthira Sangu are the journals that had taken their names from Bharati’s po-
ems. Invariably, journal banners had printed the lines from his poems as their epigraphs. Dinamani, a popular
Tamil daily to this day, was launched on Bharati’s birthday in 1933.

Bharati is the central figure in modern Tamil literature. The prolific nationalist writer Kalki downplayed Bharati’s
radicalism by claiming him to be merely a patriotic poet. Bharati’s poetry is seminal to the Tamil people and his
quotations, citations and allusions became ubiquitous in Tamil writing. Bharati’s songs served “as a battle -cry and
rallying force in processions, in picketing and on the pulpit to lend colour to the political leaders’ speeches” (cited
in Venkatacalapathy 20). Poet Sarojini Naidu appreciates and admires Bharati as an inspiring and significant poet.
She mentions “People like Bharati cannot be counted as the treasure of any province. He is entitled, by his genius
and his work, to rank among those who have transcended all limitation of race, language and continent, and have
become the universal possession of mankind” (Indian Literature 228).

A lifetime of Subramania Bharathi

Subramania Bharati was born on December 11, 1832 at Ettayapuram. His childhood name is Subbiah. His school-
ing started at Anglo Vernacular School at Ettayapuram in the year 1888. His higher study was at Thirunelveli’s
Hindu College. At the age of fifteen, he married Chellamal in 1897. He worked as a school teacher, editor, and
assistant editor in many magazines. In 1905, he took place under the leadership of Dadabhai Naroroji. In 1908,
Bharati’s first poetic collection titled Cuteca Kitankal (Songs of the Motherland) was published. Moreover, other
zealous songs, caricatures and emotive essays written by Bharati continued to be published in magazines like /n-
dia, Sooriyodhyam, Bala Bharata, Karmayogi and Chitravali. Subramania Bharati was given the title of Bharati
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which means a learned one by the Ettayapuram court at
the tender age of eleven. Bharati also knew several lan-
guages including Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Sanskrit,
Hindi, French and English.

Literary Career of Bharathi

Patriotic songs, devotional songs towards Sakti, Kannan
and songs praising national leaders are notable collec-
tions of Bharati. Many lyrical songs of him are set to
music. In his songs, “ One can find a rthythm, new and
rich depictions, fresh idioms, folk music traditions and
fertile imaginations” (Manivannan 168). Bhararti has
written one-act poetic plays called Jakatcittiram and
Vijutalai in which traditional ideas are explored. Self-
reliance and platonic love are the two major themes in
his plays. Bharati wrote poetically about his young age
and events from that time in Kanavu and Parati Arupat-
tara. In Parati Arupattaru, Bharati talked about other
issues like the hypocritical people he met in his life,
women’s freedom, the importance of a mother and the
beauty of love. Bharati translated some stories of Ta-
gore into Tamil and also tried to write short stories of
his own. These stories were one cause for the rise of
short stories in Tamil. Later on, his short stories have
been compiled as one book. Humour and romanticism
gained much attention in his stories. Bharati made the
people aware by fostering national integration. Hence,
through his versatile works, he fostered patriotic feel-
ings, hope, courage, integration and social welfare.

Bharati, a pioneer in Tamil journalism:

Bharati’s journalistic career spanned from 1904 to
1921. He started his journalistic career at Swadesa Mi-
tran as an Assistant Editor. Later, he worked on many
magazines like Chakravarthini, India, Bala Bharata,
Vijaya, Sooriyodhyam, Karmayogi, Dharmam and Chi-
travali (English-Tamil Cartoon journal). He also
worked as a freelance writer in journals like Viveka
Bhanu, Gnana Bhanu and Common Wheel. Since Bha-
rati was interested in politics, he used journals to ex-
press his passionate views. His articles on arts, society,
women, education and philosophy continued to be pub-
lished by magazines like Arya, Madras Standard, New
India, Pen Kalvi,and Kalaimakal.

Bharati’s zealous writings, caricatures, and posters
against the English rule of India aroused nationalistic
sentiments among the people. Realising this, the British
Colonial government banned the magazines for which
Bharati was the editor. It will not be wrong to say that
Bharati did his journalistic writings, chiefly as a means
to protest against British rule. Bharati was also a nation-
al poet who valued patriotism and linguistic fervour
which is why he wanted all the people of the country to
have them both. He worked with the notion that country
and language are as precious as one’s two eyes. He de-
scribes Mother India, who had found unity in diversity
as follows. He describes “ She ( Mother India) has thir-
ty corers of faces but her heart is one; She speaks eight-
een languages yet her mind is one” (Nandakumar 59).
Bharati has also brought out the courageous acts of an-
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cient Tamils and also the grandness of India through his
poems. He reminds repeatedly about the pleasantness of
the Tamil language and also the incomparable virtues of
Indian culture. He used his poems to rally the youth
against the British.

Bharati depicts love as holy, divine, natural, affection-
ate and as humane. Bharati loves everything in this
world. His Advaidya belief transcends the material dif-
ferences between the various objects of this world.
Hence, he loves everything in the world. He also sees
the love between man and woman as divine. In his
Kuyil Pattu (Song of the Cuckoo) he sings “ Love, oh
love without end: And love failing, Death, but death
forever” ( Nandakumar 117). This song highlights the
greatness of love. Bharati thus honours the love of
youth. He also criticizes the hypocrisies within society
about love.

Bharati’s use of Tamil and English language is remark-
able. However, he also used his adeptness at poetry to
the best of his ability to coax the masses in the south to
join the great Indian struggle for independence. Bhara-
thiyar was highly influenced by Western poets like
Shelly, Keats and Byron. He found the influence of
Shelly and Keats for the songs of freedom in Kuyil Pat-
tu (Song of the Cuckoo). Venkatacalapati in his book
Who Owns that Song cited that “Bharati was crushed by
English poetry (5). He adopted the nom de plume of
Shelley as ShelleyDasan as a means of a disciple of
Shelley. The American poet Walt Whitman's Leaves of
Grass inspired him to write dialogue poems and hence
using natural objects like the wind he wrote dialogue
poems. Rabindranath Tagore is yet another inspirer in
Bharati’s life

Besides many women freedom fighters, Bharati is re-
membered for the songs written on women's emancipa-
tion. The notable works on women’s independence are
Penmai (Femininity), Putumai Pen (New Women),
PenkalVitutalai, Kummi (The Kummi of Women’s
Freedom), and Pen Vitutalai (Women’s Freedom). Bha-
rati believed that only when women become free, will
the nation become free. He proclaimed that women are
equal to men. He urged women should throw away the
traditional virtues that have been taught to them and
adopt courage, freedom, and morality. He insisted
women should have an upright walk, unwavering vi-
sion, courage and intelligence and only then she greatly
will be a new woman. He envisioned women should
learn as much as possible and should strive to change
the servitude of women. Hence, Bharati is remembered
as an astounding leader who strived hard for the free-
dom of women and women’s education. His provoke on
the remarriage of widows in the earlier time was eye-
opening in the patriarchal society.

Another face of Bharati is a fierce critic of the caste
system. In one of his songs called Barata Samutayam
(Indian Society), Bharati says the following “We are of
the same caste and race. We are children of Bharat all.
We are equal in law and stature. And everyone is Bha-
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rat’s King Truly, Long live the Republic” (36). The
above-quoted lines show Bharati’s thoughts on equality
and fraternity. For him, there was only one caste in In-
dia and that was Indian. He saw the entire humanity as
one. Thus, he says the following in his song called Mu-
rasu (Trumpet). “Forego the evils of caste — the world
will flourish only with love” in Pappa Paattu (The
Song to the Child) (Ganapathy 72) sounds like he em-
phasised no caste society. It is to be remembered Bha-
rati was born in a Brahmin orthodox family but even
then he gave up his own caste identity and fought
against the evils of caste. He even goes to the extent of
saying the so-called upper castes have to be brought to
task for perpetuating the caste system. He strongly criti-
cizes calling Brahmin greedy people. He has written,
The day that called Brahmins lyers, are gone, The day
that deem all equal come” (Ganapathy 3). More than
ten of his essays dealt with the subject of caste aboli-
tion. Bharati not only proclaimed his opposition to the
caste system but also lived by the same principles. One
of the markers of being an upper caste Brahmin was the
sacred thread worn around the upper body. To show
that all are equal, Bharati made a lower caste Dalit wear
the sacred thread in Pondicherry. The temple entry
movement which arose in South India to assert the
rights of lower caste people to enter temples can be
traced back to Bharati’s reformist cries.

Bharati was the pioneer concerning poems, essays,
plays, stories, journalism and even autobiography. He
was a great patriot who loved his mother tongue. He
was a great lover of nature and romance. His writings
on nature, religion, philosophy, society, women’s em-
powerment and caste evils are extensive. Throughout
his life, he tried hard to reform the society of supersti-
tions, and caste system and condemned upper caste
Hindu ideals on caste division. The death however
brought Bharati an afterlife that perhaps the poet him-
self would never have dreamed of.

Life of Shelley

Percy Bysshe Shelley, the first child of his parents, was
born on August 4, 1792. He was the son of a Tory
squire. His childhood was not solitary but he was nick-
named “mad Shelley” ( Hudson 202). On April 10,
1810, Percy Bysshe Shelley signed his name as a stu-
dent in the books of Oxford University College. The
special charm of Oxford for Shelley lay in the compara-
tive freedom of his student life. He could pursue his
studies without interruption, and in the citadel of his
chambers, be poet, natural philosopher, and metaphysi-
cian, in turns as it pleased him. However, he was soon
expelled for publishing a pamphlet on The Necessity of
Atheism.

P. B. Shelley is among the young Romantics and be-
longs to the third generation of romantic poets. Shelley
looks to have decided to set his mind and dedicate his
thundering voice and sword pen to correct and relieve
declined humanity. Shelley’s Romantic poetry is con-
cerned with beauty, passion, nature, political liberty,
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creativity, and imagination. As a revolutionary idealist
Shelley is a poetic prophet of faith and hope in a world
which had lost both at the moment.

Dreamer of Dreams

Shelley’s writing was from 1780 to 1840. Beginning
with the summer of 1820, the last twenty-four months
of Shelley’s life was populated by brilliance. Within
that short lease fall such works as Prometheus Un-
bound, Swellfoot the Tyrant, Letter to Maria Gisborne,
Witch of Atlas, Epipsychidion, Adonais, the Late Lyrics,
A Defence of Poetry accomplished translations and The
Triumph of Life. Shelley’s poetry and prose sparkle
with philosophical and biblical references. Never la-
boured or exclusionary, Shelley’s work traces the fluid
contours of his thought, without feeling preached to or
patronized. Shelley paints the picture of England as a
land of pain and starvation. For struggle runs through-
out Shelley’s oeuvre as he questions, imagines, and
fears the nature of eternity. Shelley whispers the possi-
bility that we do not perceive everything that exists.
Another important trait of Shelley’s poetry is his revo-
lutionary zeal and spirit to bring change to society. In
An Ode he speaks up in a motivational tone:

Arise, arise, arise!
There is blood on the earth that denies ye bread;
Be your wounds like eyes
To weep for the dead, the dead, the dead.
What other grief were it just to pay?
Your sons, your wives, your brethren, were they;
Who said they were slain on the battle day?.

(The Poems of Shelley 165)
Shelley’s revolutionary zeal is prominent in many of his
poems. He advises the farmers that along with hard
work, they should also learn to protect their rights in
society. He teaches them a lesson of dignity and grace.
His poem Songs to the Men of England is an apt exam-
ple of his revolutionary spirit. It is read as:

The seed ye sow, another reaps;

The wealth ye find, another keeps;

The robes ye weave, another wears;

The arms ye forge; another bears.

Sow seed, but let no tyrant reap;

Find wealth, let no impostor heap;

Weave robes, let not the idle wear;

Forge arms, in your defence to bear. (The Broadview
Anthology of Romantic Poetry 869)

At the time, Shelley’s life and works were considered
scandalous, due in part to his reputation as a sexually
liberated, vegetarian atheist, living in a reported ménage
a trois. He did not achieve literary fame during his life-
time, but today he is one of the most celebrated British
poets. Shelley’s notoriety began when he was publicly
expelled from Oxford University for publishing an athe-
ist pamphlet. Later on, his poetry reflected his notoriety.

No end to legacy

Thus, a writer’s life does not merely end with birth,
upbringing and death but mingles with creative writ-
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ings. Many literary writers create a forum and engage
with readers in a manner that does justice to their art.
With the intervention of the pandemic and the unex-
pected arrival of a horrid mutable virus, the whole
world has been upset for a period. To rejuvenate and
refresh our minds, the literature finds it to be a soothing
agent and healing therapy. The legacies of such literary
writers are always remembered and portrayed. The
great poets Subramania Bharati and Percy Bysshe Shel-
ley are well remembered on their anniversary. Bhara-
thi’s s hundredth death anniversary and Shelley’s bicen-
tenary death anniversary have been commemorated
wide across by many literary organisations.
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Lack of self-worth is the fundamental
source of all emotional pain.

A feeling of insecurity, unworthiness
and lack of value is the core experience
of powerlessness.

- Gary Zukav
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If tolerance, respect and equity permeate
family life, they will translate into values
that shape societies, nations and the
world.

- Kofi Annan

In many parts of the world the people are
searching for a solution which would link
the two basic values: peace and justice. The
two are like bread and salt for mankind.

~ Lech Walesa

Everyone has values; even criminal gangs
have values. Values govern people’s be-
havior but principles govern the conse-

quences of those behaviors.

- Stephen Covey
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